
Dear Confused Teacher:  (Follow-up to letter, 10-30-13) 
When writing to you last week, I neglected to tell you that the Chapter 4 recommendations can be found 
in the K-3 edition of Teaching Student-Centered Mathematics by John Van de Walle as I know you 
and/or your schools also have the 3-5 edition.  In the 3-5 edition in Chapter 4, you will also find 
information about fact fluency and some activities for students, which you probably have already found!  
Polly Nomial 
  
  
  
Dear Polly Nomial: 
One of my team members thought we couldn’t do EDM games during Stations.  Another thought we could 
do the games as long as we added manipulatives.  Another team member said students shouldn’t do any 
writing during Stations.  I thought we could just give them choices.   Please help me understand the 
purpose of Station activities. 
Signed: 
A Numerical Teacher 
Dear Numerical Teacher: 
In order for our students to meet Standards, our math block includes 30 minutes dedicated to developing 
number sense.  For our students to have number sense, we need to provide them time to gain a deeper 
understanding of math concepts by working at their edge of understanding while moving them through the 
Critical Learning Phases and beyond.   As teachers, besides providing the appropriate activities based on 
our student data, we meet their needs by interacting with them while they are at work - asking questions, 
providing support, posing challenges when appropriate.   When choosing activities, we need to be certain 
that we are developing a concept, not simply providing practice activities.  Before moving into EDM 
games all AMC grade level goals must be met.  Many EDM activities are practice activities, but not 
appropriate for developing understanding of number relationships.  If we choose to use EDM activities, 
we need to add manipulatives to support understanding of a concept, not just writing numbers by rote, or 
practicing a game.   We also need to be careful about requiring too much writing of numbers.  If a child is 
spending most of the time writing, it is taking time away from concept building and sharing thinking.  In 
some stations, writing is a component to help them keep track of their work or to discover 
patterns.   Providing the stations activities as they were intended from the DNC books will help us make 
those decisions.  Our 30 minutes of Stations everyday is a time we can help our students achieve grade 
level expectations and beyond by providing opportunities to gain number sense, which is the basis of all 
mathematics. 
Conceptually yours, 
Polly 
 


